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COST OF EQUIPMENT

The initial purchases for an early childhood
classroom can be estimated at between $700 and
$1000 per child for preschool classrooms and
between $1000 and $1500 per child for infant
and toddler classrooms. These estimates include
all furnishings for the children, including adult
seating and storage. These figures do not include
office furnishings, staff lounge or conference
areas. In addition to the furnishings budget, new
programs should plan to spend $125 to $150 per
child for toys, books and curriculum materials,
with a similar allowance for replacement and new
purchases each year.

The costs below are based on purchasing good
quality products from the vendors included on
the list following the purchasing worksheets. It
assumes the purchase of wooden rather than
plastic furniture, and an emphasis on quality
construction, materials, and safety. The
enhancements to the classroom can be purchased
in the second and third year of the program, or as
the budget allows.

BASIC COST FOR FURNISHING

A ROOM FOR 8 INFANTS $8,500

ENHANCED: $11,500

ENHANCEMENTS:

= Easy chair or love seat

= Risers or small platforms to divide the
space and provide additional seating

= Imported infant feeding chairs
and table

BASIC COST FOR FURNISHING

A ROOM FOR 10 TODDLERS $10,500

ENHANCED: $15,750

ENHANCEMENTS:

= Lofts which feature built-in slides,
stairs and tunnels

= Wooden ride-on transportation
vehicles

= Small riding toys

= All-in-one storage units for
dramatic play

= Sand and water center with canopy

BASIC COST FOR
FURNISHING A ROOM FOR
20 PRESCHOOLERS

$14,000

ENHANCED: $19,500

ENHANCEMENTS:

= Elaborate lofts space for children and
adults, built-in puppet theaters, etc.

= Multi-purpose easel

= Discovery table for science area

= Portable music locker to hold CDs, tapes,
players and instruments

= All-in-one storage units for
dramatic play

= Arches or independent structures
(e.g., castle) to enclose dramatic play

= Sand and water center with canopy




WORKSHEET FOR PLANNING INFANT ROOM FURNISHINGS

TO SERVE 8 INFANTS AND 2-3 TEACHERS
SUMMARY OF FURNISHINGS

child-size table 1+
area rugs 2
soft furnishings 3
adult-size chair 2
glider chair 2

STORAGE

low display shelf
closed storage shelf

locking storage cabinet for staff’s
personal belongings 1

IN ADDITION TO THESE ITEMS, YOU WILL NEED:

CLASSROOM ENTRY

parent mailboxes 8+
sign-in area 1
bulletin board 1
seating area
CUBBIES wall mounted cubby w/ hooks 8
DIAPERING changing table & storage 1
SLEEPING crib w/ under-crib storage drawer 6

evacuation crib
FEEDING low high chair with or w/o tray 4+
PLAY AREAS
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infant loft

crawl through tunnel

room divider/activity centers
carpeted risers

vinyl or fabric covered play pit

air chair or infant seat
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browser box (for books/toys)

These worksheets are for furnishings only and do not include all of the supplies, toys and materials
that will be needed for a well-functioning classroom.




WORKSHEET FOR PLANNING TODDLER ROOM FURNISHINGS

TO SERVE 10 TODDLERS AND 2-3 TEACHERS
SUMMARY OF FURNISHINGS

TEM QTY | UNIT COST TOTAL

child-size table (16-18”) 4
child-size chair (8-10”) 10+
area rugs 2
adult-size chair 2
glider chair 1
risers for floor seating 2

STORAGE

TEM UNIT COST
low display shelf 6+

closed storage shelf 2

locking storage cabinet for staff’s
personal belongings 1

IN ADDITION TO THESE ITEMS, YOU WILL NEED:

AREA TEM UNIT COST TOTAL

CLASSROOM ENTRY

parent mailboxes 10+
sign-in area 1
bulletin board 1
seating area
CUBBIES locker w/ top shelf, hook, and
boot locker beneath 10+
DIAPERING walk-up changing table 1
NAPS toddler cot 10+
cot dolly 1
storage for sheets and blankets
MEALS wall mounted shelf for
storage of dishes/paper goods 1

PAGE TOTAL:

CONTINUED

NOTE: These worksheets are for furnishings only and do not include all of the supplies, toys and materials
that will be needed for a well-functioning classroom.




WORKSHEET FOR PLANNING TODDLER ROOM FURNISHINGS

TO SERVE 10 TODDLERS AND 2-3 TEACHERS

AREA ITEM UNIT COST TOTAL

INTEREST AREAS
INDOOR ACTIVE PLAY toddler climbing structure
(select 3-5 items from this list) safety surface
foam tumbler
slide
foam log
crawling tunnel
transportation toys
rocking boat/staircase
ART easel 1
drying rack 1
BLOCK PLAY low storage unit for large and small
blocks and related props 2

—

small area rug
BOOK CORNER-LIBRARY  cushions, bolsters,

or soft furnishings

book display shelf
DRAMATIC PLAY stove

sink

refrigerator

cupboard

doll stroller

sturdy doll bed

child-size round table and chairs
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mirror for 2 children
SAND AND WATER toddler sand table
toddler water table

GRAND TOTAL:

NOTE: These worksheets are for furnishings only and do not include all of the supplies, toys and materials
that will be needed for a well-functioning classroom.
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WORKSHEET FOR PLANNING
PRESCHOOL ROOM FURNISHINGS

TO SERVE 20 PRESCHOOLERS AND 2-3 TEACHERS
SUMMARY OF FURNISHINGS

ITEM QTY UNIT COST TOTAL
child-size table 5+
child-size chair 20+

hooks or pegs (4 per area)

area rugs 3+
adult-size chair 2
risers for floor seating 2

STORAGE

ITEM QTY UNIT COST TOTAL
low display shelf 6+
closed storage shelf 4+

locking storage cabinet for staff’s
personal belongings 1

IN ADDITION TO THESE ITEMS, YOU WILL NEED:

QY

parent mailboxes 20+
sign-in area 1
bulletin board 1
seating area

CUBBIES locker w/ top shelf, hook, and
boot locker beneath 20+

NAPS cots 20+
cot dolly 2
storage for sheets and blankets

MEALS wall mounted shelf for
storage of dishes/paper goods 1

PAGE TOTAL:

CONTINUED

NOTE: These worksheets are for furnishings only and do not include all of the supplies, toys and materials
that will be needed for a well-functioning classroom.




WORKSHEET FOR PLANNING
PRESCHOOL ROOM FURNISHINGS

TO SERVE 20 PRESCHOOLERS AND 2-3 TEACHERS

AREA ITEM QTY | UNIT COST | TOTAL
INTEREST AREAS

INDOOR ACTIVE PLAY climbing structure
(select 4-6 items from this list) safety surface
foam tumbler
slide
foam log
collapsible fabric tunnel
transportation toys
rocking boat/staircase
balance beam
ART multi-purpose easel
drying rack
small table and chairs
BLOCK PLAY low storage unit for block set and related props
BOOK CORNER-LIBRARY  cushions, bolsters or soft furnishings
book display shelf
storage for CDs and tapes
COMPUTER computer desk and chairs for 2 children
small printer cart
DISCOVERY SCIENCE bulletin board
small table
DRAMATIC PLAY stove

sink
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refrigerator

cupboard

doll stroller

sturdy doll bed

rocking chair

doll highchair

child-size round table and chairs

mirror for 2 children
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SAND AND WATER sand table
water table
WOODWORKING carpentry table w/ storage shelf

GRAND TOTAL:

NOTE: These worksheets are for furnishings only and do not include all of the supplies, toys and materials
that will be needed for a well-functioning classroom.




BLANK WORKSHEET FOR ADDITIONAL ITEMS
AREA ITEM UNIT coST | TOTAL

GRAND TOTAL:




Appendix Il

MATERIALS USED IN
CLASSROOM FURNISHINGS




MATERIALS USED IN CLASSROOM FURNISHINGS

WOOD: Wood is a warm, natural material. It displays colorful materials and toys well, without adding
to the visual chaos of the classroom. Wood furniture often requires a higher initial investment, but lasts
significantly longer than furniture made of other materials.

TYPE OF

MATERIAL

1. HARDWOOD Beech, Birch,
Maple, Oak

2. SOFTWOOD  Pine, Spruce, Fir

3. VENEER Very thin slices
of wood attached
to particle

board or solid
wood; may be
combined with
solid wood in

some furniture

4. PLYWOOD  Made from many
layers of wood

veneer

e Cubbies

e Tables

e Chairs

e Shelf units

e Dramatic play
furniture

° Lofts

¢ Indoor gross motor
equipment

e Shelf units

e Dramatic play
furniture

e Cubbies

e Sand and water
tables

e Table tops

e Cubbies

e Storage units

e Dramatic play
furniture

® Rounded or molded

furniture shapes

e Lofts and activity
platforms

e Play furniture with
interesting shapes

DESCRIPTION | TYPICAL USES DURABILITY

e Very durable
e Can be refinished

e Fairly durable

e Can be painted or
refinished to extend the life
of the furniture

e More affordable but less
durable than hardwood
versions

e High quality veneer can
be more durable than
solid wood since it resists
cracking and warping
because of its construction

e In less expensive versions,
exposure to moisture or
the regular wear and tear
of a child care classroom
can lead to separation of
the layers in the veneer
and deterioration of the
furniture

e Very durable
e Can be refinished

COMMENTS

e Hardwood construction
is generally considered
to be the highest quality,
and has the highest cost

¢ Purchasing higher
quality hardwood up
front may be more cost-
effective than frequently
replacing lower-priced
furniture

e Used by some
smaller independent
manufacturers

e Check on construction
methods; sometimes
combined with more
flimsy fiberboard in shelf
units or drawers

e Sometimes used to
create the look of solid
wood, so be sure to verify
what you are purchasing

e Called “laminated wood”
by some manufacturers
¢ Furniture-grade plywood
is often used in building
children’s furniture, and
has an attractive smooth

finish




PLASTIC: Plastic is affordable. It’s lightweight, comes in a range of colors and can be washed and
sanitized, so its use in the manufacture of children’s furnishings continues to grow. There are so many
types of plastic that it’s difficult to generalize about their uses, but the most common are discussed below.
The chief drawbacks of plastic furnishings are aesthetic and philosophical.

TYPE OF

MATERIAL | DESCRIPTION

1. MOLDED
PLASTIC

Molded plastic
furnishings are
often child-safe
and durable,
with rounded
edges and
smooth surfaces

2. PLASTIC
LAMINATE

Plastic laminate
is made of
melamine
impregnated
veneer or paper
that creates a
smooth, non-
porous surface

3. ACRYLIC Acrylic is
transparent
or translucent
plastic, also
known as
Plexiglas or

Lucite

4. FOAM
PLASTIC

Polyurethane
foam is available
as plastic or
vinyl-covered
foam mats and
cushions for
child care use

TYPICAL USES

e Chairs

¢ Dramatic play
furnishings

¢ Large waffle blocks

® Room dividers

e Riding toys

e Indoor gross motor
equipment

e Table tops

e Cubbies

e Counters and
changing tables

e Shelf units

e Unbreakable
mirrors

¢ Transparent easels

e Windows in play
structures

e See-through crib
ends

e Sand and water
tables

e Mats

e Play structures

e Soft blocks

e Soft seating

¢ Indoor gross motor
equipment

DURABILITY

¢ Easily washed and sanitized

e Often acquires a worn or
grimy appearance over
time

e Most molded plastic cannot

be repaired

e Durable
e Easily cleaned and
sanitized

e Refinishing and repairs can

be difficult

e Shatter-resistant

e Can scratch

e Often discolors when
exposed to sunlight for
long periods

e Ammonia-based cleaners
can destroy the finish and
appearance

¢ Resilient and easy to shape

e Higher-end products are
very easy to clean and hold
up well

o Low-cost versions rarely
have the durability needed
for child care use

COMMENTS

e Try to limit the color
palette and cartoon-like
appearance of molded
plastic

* Avoid flimsy light-weight
plastic chairs that tip
or slide out from under
active children

Several vendors offer
color-coordinated lines
of furniture

e If you plan to attach
cubbies or shelf units to
the wall or floor, check
with the vendor on the
feasibility of doing so
without damaging the
laminate

Better versions have
rounded corners and
plastic protective
edgings to guard against
chips or scratches

A safe and attractive
alternative to glass.

e Can be difficult to verify
the quality of the foam
and covering materials
when purchasing from
a catalog, so check
the manufacturer’s
specifications

® Look for vendors who
offer replacement covers
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METAL: Metal is a harsher material than plastic or wood, and has limited but important uses in child care
settings. When choosing metal furnishings, pay careful attention to the connections and finishes — welded
joints, machine screws or nuts and bolts. Poor quality construction can undermine the strength of the
material. Watch for protruding parts or loose connections that could be hazardous. Colors for metal
furniture parts are most often black, brown, chrome or bold primary colors. Metal’s chief advantage is

price and durability.

TYPE OF

MATERIAL

DESCRIPTION

1. STEEL In children’s
furniture, steel
is finished with
paint or chrome
to create a
smooth, rust-

resistant finish

2. ALUMINUM A softer and
less expensive
version of steel,
not widely used

in child care

TYPICAL USES

e Legs and base on
classroom tables

¢ Frames and legs of
some light-weight
plastic chairs

e Cribs

o Utility shelves

o Storage systems

e Tricycles and other
riding toys

e Cots made of
aluminum or steel
tubes with mesh
covers

DURABILITY COMMENTS

o Less expensive pieces may  ® Avoid steel folding tables
have finishes that chip or in child care because of
peel, leaving it subject to potential pinch hazards
rust o Carefully examine the
finish, connections
where metal is attached
to metal, as well as the
glides on chair and table
legs, to ensure safety and

durability

e Aluminum cot frames often e Plastic stacking cots may
bend and the rubber tips be a better option
get lost

e Can be subject to gradual
corrosion as it ages
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LIST OF CATALOGS

CHILDCRAFT 2920 Old Tree Dr. 1-800-631-5652 Wood $ Lofts,
[=]S[07:\ N[0\ NOe3{= Lancaster, PA 17603 www.childcrafteducation.com furniture + area rugs
materials
CHILDREN’S 245 West Essex Ave. 1-877-726-1696 Vinyl- $ Acrylic
FACTORY Saint Louis, MO 63122  www.childrensfactory.com covered mirrors,
foam mats, foam
riding toys
COMMUNITY 359 Gibson Hill Rd. 1-800-777-4244 Wooden $$  Changing
PLAYTHINGS Chester, NY 10918 www.communityplaythings.com furniture tables,
lofts, room
dividers

ENVIRONMENTS PO Box 1348 1-800-342-4453 Furniture + $3$ Rugs,
Beaufort, SC 29901 www.eichild.com materials banners,
soft
elements
FOR KIDZ ONLY PO Box 111117 1-800-979-8898 Furniture + $$ Indoor
Tacoma, WA 98411 www.forkidzonly.com materials safety
surface,
furniture

N[O\ RGN NN PO Box 30171 1-800-543-4149 Furniture $ Computer
Highway 68 www.jonti-craft.com tables, 3
Wabasso, MN 56273 lines of
furniture
JULIANA GROUP Seven Drayton Street 1-800-959-6159 Imported $$$  Wooden
Suite 208 www.julianagroup.com wooden cots,
Savannah, GA 31401 furniture cubbies
with doors,
unusual
highchairs
KAPLAN EARLY PO Box 609 1310 1-800-334-2014 Furniture + $$ Lofts,
LEARNING CO Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. www.kaplanco.com materials reading
Lewisville, NC 27023 nooks, soft
furniture
LAKESHORE 2695 East 1-800-778-4456 Furniture + $3$ Tuff Stuff
LEARNING Dominguez St. www.lakeshorelearning.com materials laminate
MATERIALS Carson, CA 90749 furniture
SAFESPACE 1424 North Post Oak 1-800-622-4289 Vinyl- $$$  Unusual
CONCEPTS Houston, TX 77055 www.safespaceconcepts.com covered activity
foam in centers,
muted colors landing
mats
WOOD DESIGNS PO Box 1308 1-800-247-8564 Wood $$ Tip-Me-Not
Monroe, NC 28111 www.edumart.com/wooddesigns furniture wooden
furniture

Equipment sample photos on pages 7, 9 (top), 15, 19: Photo © Community Playthings. Used by permission.
Equipment sample photos on pages 8, 12, 18 (top left), 20 (top and bottom): Environments, Inc. Used by permission.
Equipment sample photos on pages 9 (bottom), 14, 18 (bottom right): Jonti-Craft, Inc. Used by permission.
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Community Investment Collaborative for Kids

A Program of the Local Initiatives Support Corporation
501 Seventh Avenue, 7t Floor

New York, NY 10018

Telephone: 212-455-9800

www.lisc.org

CICK Funders

Freddie Mac Foundation

JPMorgan Chase

William Randolph Hearst Foundations

CICK expands the supply and improves the quality of early care and education in low-income
communities through new investments in physical facilities.
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